100 AT THE MINES,

they were adventurers, they proved themselves little
better than children, and as such they were grossly
misused by the gold-thirsting rabble brought down
upen them by their discovery.

Marshall and Sutter kept the Mormons at work on
the saw-mill as best they were able, until it was com-
pleted and in operation, which was on the 11th of
March. The Mormons merited and received the ac-
knowledgments of their employers for faithfulness in
holding to their agreements midst constantly increas-
ing temptations. Both employers engaged also in
mining, especially near the mill, claiming a right to
the ground about it, which claim at first was gener-
ally respected. With the aid of their Indians they
took out a quantity of gold; but this was quickly lost;
and more was found and lost. Sutter mined else-
where with Indiansand Kanakas, and claims never to
have derived any profit from these efforts. The mill
could not be made to pay. Several issues before long
arose between Marshall and the miners regarding
their respective rights and the treatment of the
natives.

Marshall was less fortunate than almost any of the
miners. This ill success, combined with an exagger-
ated estimate of his merits as discoverer, left its
impress on his mind, subjecting it more and more to
his spiritualistic doctrines. In obedience to phantom
beckonings, he flitted hither and thither about the
foothills, but his supernatural friends failed him in
every instance.® He became petulant and querulous.
Discouraged and soured, he grows restive under en-
croachments on his scanty property,® and the abuse

% ‘Should I go to new localities’ says Marshall, ‘and commence to open a
new mine, before I could prospect the ground, numbers flocked in and com-
menced seeking all around me, and, as numbers tell, some one would find the
lead before me and inform their party, and the ground was claimed. Then
I would travel again.” Twice Sutter gave him a prospector’s outfit and started
him. He was no longer content with his former plodding industry, ‘He
was always after big things,” Sutter said. I have wondered that he did not
in the first instance attribute his discovery to the direction of the spirits.

* Farly in 1849, after Winters and Bayley had purchased the half-interest
of Sutter in the saw-mill, and one third of the half-interest of Marshall,






